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Altinkum is set on a fantastic geographical part of the world. It is 200 km south from the Turkey's third largest city, Izmir; 73 km from Kusadasi and 110 km from Bodrum, which are the two important tourist resorts of the country.

The Beach

Altinkum translated means "Golden Sand" and relates to the superb beaches. The beaches slope gently and are safe for families with children, they are just as appealing to those just wanting to unwind, take it easy and work on their tans. The beach wraps round the picturesque Altinkum Bay forming two beaches one at either end of the town. There are plenty of sunbeds and umbrellas for hire and at very reasonable rates too. Go for a paddle or a swim in the calm sparkling blue waters where You will also find a large assortment of watersports both ends of the beach; Windsurfing Jet Skis, Banana Boat Ride, and for those less energetic, Pedalos. 

Locals 

The people in Altinkum are warm, great fun and very friendly. You can walk along the prom where it gets noisy at night with karaoke bars etc. There are great restaurants, some cheap, some not socheap, where you can converse with the locals and also other tourists. All in all, Altinkum is a very good holiday destination with lots of friendly people. 

History 
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According to myth, after God created man, he shook off the scrap clay from his hands and the pieces of clay fell on the Aegean Sea. The islands and shores of this region are so inspiring because they have been created from the same clay as man. With its thousands of islands of which some are not even shown on the maps and with its curved shores, the Aegean Sea couldn'tpossibly be described in a better way! This mythical sea surrounds the Altinkum beaches. Have you ever seen a forest of stone? We are not talking about rocks in mountain areas, but a man-made stone forest. Would you like to see it? Then come to Didim and visit the Temple of Apollo. Those columns erected by people who lived 7-8 centuries before Christ and who did not yet know how to mix sand, pebbles and cement to make plaster, have been standing almost for 3000 years. You will surely experience one of the most special moments of your life, because at that moment, you will not only be in a foreign country, surrounded by foreign people but also you will be standing in a place shared by different civilisations for 3000 years. And from that moment on you are one of those who shared it. You are in the third greatest temple of the ancient world. That temple is the architectural twin of the Artemision, which is one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Artemision is no more there to see, but the Temple of Apollo still exists with all its majesty. The temple was the oracles centre so the name of the city comes from this characteristic, as Didim means in antiquity, the place where oracles are told. There is also the snake-adored head of Medusa and delicate carvings which has been there for thousands of years. 

Secret!

Only for those of you who have read this so far! There is a place we call the 'Soup Kitchen' (Alo 24), it is located opposite the Gima Supermarket on the road out of town. Try it, especially after 3:00 am when the bars are closed, it has to be the busiest place in town, the food is fantastic and costs pennies. Trust me on this one but don't all rush at once, it's only a small cafe! Reccommend; Cheesey Bread, Pidda (Pizza cut diagonally), Brain Soup (sheeps actually) and last but by no means least the best Kebab meat inTown. 

Markets & Shops

Altinkum (also known as Didim) runs a weekly market which is held on a Saturday.  The local dolmus will take you there they come every 5 – 10 mins.  It is a very large market and worth a visit.  Here you can buy a huge variety of things, the fresh fruit and vegetables are especially good and extremely cheap  The main resort shopping centre is Dolphin Square, near the centre of the resort front. There are also a large number of shops on the seafront. All the shops are open late at night when the area becomes its liveliest. This is your opportunity to pick up a real bargain, especially if you are good at haggling! If you fancy designer clothes but can't normally afford them then many good copy designer items are on sale. If you are looking for jewellery then you will find that the quality of the gold here is excellent with the prices much cheaper than at home.

When shopping for provisions, there are two main supermarkets -GIMA and MIGROS, which caters for most people's tastes, having a wide variety of well-known food, toiletries and kitchen goods. Gima is located between the seafront and the town centre and Migros at the start of the town centre.

Things to do

Obviously there is the beach, you can take numerous boat trips from the harbour.  There are plenty of shops, a small shopping centre where you can buy very good value leather goods, jewellery (which we highly recommend), don't forget to haggle.  You can buy all your usual souvenirs and the famous fake designer gear which looks very authentic.  There are numerous days trips you can take and there are plenty of places you can book them if you do not feel like venturing out yourselves.  

There is a very good water park in Altinkum which is a 15 minute drive away,  see details below..

Apollo Temple
The Apollo Temple can be found in the ancient town of Didim which can be reached by local dolmus and takes about 5 – 10 mins.  It is a very impressive ancient site and is really worth a visit.  There is a small entrance charge.

Ephesus
Ephesus  (Efes) is a magnificent day out.  This is the second largest ancient site in the world.  Ephesus is the best preserved classical city of the Eastern Mediterranean and among the best places in the world enabling one to genuinely 'soak' in the atmosphere of Roman times.  In Ephesus you can find Virgin Mary's House. 

Pamukkale
Pamukkale which is unique in the world with its cascading water form cliffs forming crystallized, dazzling white and frozen waterfalls.  The thermal waters have been used for therapeutic treatments since the Roman period.  It is an amazing site and not to be missed.  Here you will also find the Cleopatra's Spa where you can bath in the therapeutic waters.

Jeep Safari in Altinkum 
Taking you through the olive groves and hillsides to other turquoise bays for swimming.  See typical Turkish villages where you will experience the true Turkey.  You will get wet and covered in dust so don’t where anything too nice, it is a really exciting and fun day out.   Don't forget your hat.

Altinkum Aqua Park
This water park is just outside Altinkum.  It was built in 2004 and has proved to be very popular with English tourists.  The water park is just outside of Altinkum, set on a hill on the way to Soke market , The aqua park was built in 2004 and has proved to be popular with English tourist , not as big as Kusadasi Adaland aqua park but not as far to travel , only 15 mins by local bus

Adaland Aqua Park
Adaland is in Kusadasi and is only 50 mins drive from Altinkum is Europe's largest water park.  There are day trips every day.  There are 25 acres of splashing run with more than 20 fantastic rides and attractions for all the family to enjoy, thrill seekers can experience the fastest waterslides.  There are plenty of sun loungers and bathing areas for the avid sun seeker.  The park caters for all ages, you can relax and float in the lazy river. There is also another water park called Aqua fantasy which is also excellent and Turkey’s top ranked water park and club, with many themed rides.

Turkish Bath
A Turkish bath is one of the nicest and most relaxing things that you can go and do whilst in Turkey Starting with a lovely hot sauna where you feel like you are going to just pass out eventually from the heat, to the warmed marble table where you receive first your rub down to get rid of old skin (ideal to start your tanning off) and then on to the soap foam massage where you feel like telling the guy never to stop. You can also have a head shampoo massage and after some relaxation time, the oil massage which was to die for. Feeling relaxed and revitalized at the same time it is not able to be described, but something you have to experience when visiting

Treating Yourself
Beauty treatments in Turkey are a must.  Why not treat yourself to a manicure or a pedicure which costs a fraction of the price in England – prices range from £3.00 to £5.00 – also for men, not just for the ladies. A traditional Turkish shave for the men is an experience in itself, using the traditional cut throat razor, try it if you dare!  The hair saloons offer cut and blow dry, perms and hair colouring at a very reasonable price and they do a very good job.

Lake Bafa - Altinkum
Lake Bafa or Bafa Lake as called by some was formed by an earthquake in the 17th century. Lake Bafa is situated in between Soke and Bodrum and you pass it while travelling from bodrum airport heading to resorts such as Altinkum and Akbuk. It is a huge spectacle covering 7,000 hectares. Spectacular views can be gained whilst driving past the sheer drops onto the silverly reflections from the moonlight hitting the water.

There are many small restaurants and places to stay scattered around the lakeside, along with the remains of a Byzantine monastery, originally built on an islet. You can wade out to it or catch a boat.

The lake has three main islands: Ikiz, Menet and Kahve Asar Island which can be accessed by boat from the camping area.

Bodrum and Bodrum Castle
Built by Knights of Rhodes in the 15th Century and dedicated to St Peter, the Bodrum Castle took 99 years to be finished. There are 5 towers in this castle, all of which have a name:  French, English, Italian, German and Snake Towers.  The castle covers approximately 30,0000 sq meters.  There is a museum inside the castle. It is one of the biggest and important museums of its kind in the world.  Relics recovered from excavation since 1960's are on display.  The Eastern Mediterranean Amphora collection as well as findings resulting from research on sunken ships in the immediate vicinity are on display.  The remains of the oldest sunken ship in the world are also here and well-worth a visit.

Bodrum itself is a delightful cosmopolitan resort.  Its beautiful harbour takes precedent with its many yachts and boats, making it an ideal setting for that lazy drink along the waters edge.  From here you can catch a boat trip to Kos in Greece, which is a fantastic day out.  This is a bustling resort with plenty of shops, bazaars and markets (don’t forget to haggle). There are lots of restaurants and cafes along the harbour front and many restaurants where you can sit by the sea.  It really is a lovely day out and Bodrum is not to be missed.  It takes around 1hr 30 mins to get here from Altinkum either by car or by an arranged tour.

Izmir
Trips to Izmir can be arranged locally.  It is a very interesting city with a lot of history and fantastic shopping.  Makes a great day out.

Kusadasi
Kusadasi -  This is wonderful holiday resort which can be reached by local dolmus/bus and is only 55miles (90 km) away.  It is a very cosmopolitan resort which has wonderful beaches, shops, bars, discos and restaurants.  From hear you can take boat trips, and organised tours.  The cruise liners stop hear on one of there many stops.

Cesme
Cesme, meaning fountain, derives from the many sources of water found in the area which includes, Thermal Spa's and Golden Beaches. It is one of Turkey's most beautiful stretches -- surrounded by clear blue seas, with landscapes of cultivated fields of aniseed, sesame and artichokes dotted with fig and gum trees.

Diving in Altinkum
Whether you are a beginner or a certified diver, the crystal clear waters in Altinkum offers a variety of diving.  You can expect to see various marine life ranging from moray eels, octopus, tuna, jacks, barracudas and lobster to dolphins.  Altinkum's scuba diving centre, Oskenos, offer courses for all abilities. They are Altinkum's only qualified diving centre, please visit www.okenosdiving.com for more information.

Horse Riding Trip – Pegasus
Altinkum has its own Horse Ranch, called 'Pegasus' they are situated near Third beach.  There are 10 stables with a ménage of 200 feet.  Pegasus offer horse safari trips along several paths, where you stop by the sea where you can cool off and have a spot of lunch.

5 Island Boat Trip
A wonderful day out, riding the calm, crystal clear waters with the sea breeze to cool you down.  Enjoy the beautiful views around the Aegean cost.  The trips run every day from Altinkum harbour.  Lunch and drinks are included in the price and it is a great way to top up your holiday tan and relax.

Car Hire
Car hire can be booked almost everywhere. Prices range from £22 upwards a day and is very good value for money.  Driving in Turkey is extremely easy.  Petrol stations are open 24 hours a day and are attended so you don't even have to get out of your car.  Everything is well sign posted and it is a great way to see the real Turkey.  

Outlet Shopping Centre
At around a 30 minute drive from Altinkum along the road to Kusadasi, you will come to the shopping outlets. Here you can find all your Levis, Cons jeans, many outlet shops selling, shoes, household items, there is a Toys R Us and also a McDonalds.  Everything here is at a discount and you can get great bargains. 

Night Life
Altinkum literally vibrates in summer as bars, pubs and clubs are lined in downtown Altinkum with different kinds of music and entertainment.  It is not overbearing and there is something for everyone ranging from discos and lively bars to the more relaxed where you can have a quiet drink. Altinkum is as lively or as quiet as you like it.  The harbour and Dolphin Square is lined with lively venues, you can also opt for one of the back street bars, which are much quieter. There are numerous restaurants and a wide range of different cuisines – ranging from English, Italian, Mexican, Turkish, Chinese to name but a few.  There are plenty of Turkish speciality dishes which we recommend you try as they are delicious.  If you order the Turkish dish which is cooked in a traditional clay pot you will have the full treatment of it being brought out with fire, dancing etc., something not to be missed. All are reasonably priced.  You can even get the good old Sunday roast which is excellent value.  There are many beachfront restaurants and cafes where you can dine under the clear moonlit skies overlooking the waters edge.  The Medusa Nightclub is an open air club in Altinkum which has a laser show and the latest up-to-date music.  The Medusa Nightclub can be found along Yali Street, just past the Summer Garden Restaurant.  Just walk along the main promenade walking away from the harbour and follow the road upwards and you cannot miss it. 






















Day Time


Obviously there is the beach, you can take numerous boat trips from the harbour.  There are plenty of shops, a small shopping centre where you can buy very good value leather goods, jewellery (which we highly recommend), don't forget to haggle.  You can buy all your usual souvenirs and the famous fake designer gear which looks very authentic.  There are numerous days trips you can take and there are plenty of places you can book them if you do not feel like venturing out yourselves.  


There is a very good water park in Altinkum which is a 15 minute drive away,  see details below..


Apollo Temple


The Apollo Temple can be found in the ancient town of Didim which can be reached by local dolmus and takes about 5 – 10 mins.  It is a very impressive ancient site and is really worth a visit.  There is a small entrance charge.


Ephesus


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sailturkey.com/panoramas/ephesus/" �Ephesus�  (Efes) is a magnificent day out.  This is the second largest ancient site in the world.  Ephesus is the best preserved classical city of the Eastern Mediterranean and among the best places in the world enabling one to genuinely 'soak' in the atmosphere of Roman times.  In Ephesus you can find � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_the_Virgin_Mary" �Virgin Mary's House�. 


Pamukkale


Pamukkale which is unique in the world with its cascading water form cliffs forming crystallized, dazzling white and frozen waterfalls.  The thermal waters have been used for therapeutic treatments since the Roman period.  It is an amazing site and not to be missed.  Here you will also find the Cleopatra's Spa where you can bath in the therapeutic waters.


Jeep Safari in Altinkum 


Taking you through the olive groves and hillsides to other turquoise bays for swimming.  See typical Turkish villages where you will experience the true Turkey.  You will get wet and covered in dust so don’t where anything too nice, it is a really exciting and fun day out.   Don't forget your hat.


Altinkum Aqua Park


This water park is just outside Altinkum.  It was built in 2004 and has proved to be very popular with English tourists.  The water park is just outside of Altinkum, set on a hill on the way to Soke market , The aqua park was built in 2004 and has proved to be popular with English tourist , not as big as Kusadasi Adaland aqua park but not as far to travel , only 15 mins by local bus


Adaland Aqua Park


� HYPERLINK "http://www.adaland.com/index.htm" �Adaland� is in Kusadasi and is only 50 mins drive from Altinkum is Europe's largest water park.  There are day trips every day.  There are � HYPERLINK "http://www.adaland.com/eng/map.htm" �25 acres of splashing� run with more than 20 fantastic rides and attractions for all the family to enjoy, thrill seekers can experience the fastest waterslides.  There are plenty of sun loungers and bathing areas for the avid sun seeker.  The park caters for all ages, you can relax and float in the lazy river. There is also another water park called � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafantasy.com/en/pAnasayfa.asp" �Aqua fantasy� which is also excellent and Turkey’s top ranked water park and club, with many � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafantasy.com/en/aktiviteler/pTimsah.asp" �themed rides�.


Turkish Bath


A Turkish bath is one of the nicest and most relaxing things that you can go and do whilst in Turkey Starting with a lovely hot sauna where you feel like you are going to just pass out eventually from the heat, to the warmed marble table where you receive first your rub down to get rid of old skin (ideal to start your tanning off) and then on to the soap foam massage where you feel like telling the guy never to stop. You can also have a head shampoo massage and after some relaxation time, the oil massage which was to die for. Feeling relaxed and revitalized at the same time it is not able to be described, but something you have to experience when visiting


Treating Yourself


Beauty treatments in Turkey are a must.  Why not treat yourself to a manicure or a pedicure which costs a fraction of the price in England – prices range from £3.00 to £5.00 – also for men, not just for the ladies. A traditional Turkish shave for the men is an experience in itself, using the traditional cut throat razor, try it if you dare!  The hair saloons offer cut and blow dry, perms and hair colouring at a very reasonable price and they do a very good job.


Lake Bafa - Altinkum


Lake Bafa or Bafa Lake as called by some was formed by an earthquake in the 17th century. Lake Bafa is situated in between Soke and Bodrum and you pass it while travelling from bodrum airport heading to resorts such as Altinkum and Akbuk. It is a huge spectacle covering 7,000 hectares. Spectacular views can be gained whilst driving past the sheer drops onto the silverly reflections from the moonlight hitting the water.


There are many small restaurants and places to stay scattered around the lakeside, along with the remains of a Byzantine monastery, originally built on an islet. You can wade out to it or catch a boat.��The lake has three main islands: Ikiz, Menet and Kahve Asar Island which can be accessed by boat from the camping area.


Bodrum and Bodrum Castle


Built by Knights of Rhodes in the 15th Century and dedicated to St Peter, the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodrum_Castle" �Bodrum Castle� took 99 years to be finished. There are 5 towers in this castle, all of which have a name:  French, English, Italian, German and Snake Towers.  The castle covers approximately 30,0000 sq meters.  There is a museum inside the castle. It is one of the biggest and important museums of its kind in the world.  Relics recovered from excavation since 1960's are on display.  The Eastern Mediterranean Amphora collection as well as findings resulting from research on sunken ships in the immediate vicinity are on display.  The remains of the oldest sunken ship in the world are also here and well-worth a visit.


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodrum" �Bodrum� itself is a delightful cosmopolitan resort.  Its beautiful harbour takes precedent with its many yachts and boats, making it an ideal setting for that lazy drink along the waters edge.  From here you can catch a boat trip to Kos in Greece, which is a fantastic day out.  This is a bustling resort with plenty of shops, bazaars and markets (don’t forget to haggle). There are lots of restaurants and cafes along the harbour front and many restaurants where you can sit by the sea.  It really is a lovely day out and Bodrum is not to be missed.  It takes around 1hr 30 mins to get here from Altinkum either by car or by an arranged tour.


Izmir


Trips to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0zmir" �Izmir� can be arranged locally.  It is a very interesting city with a lot of history and fantastic shopping.  Makes a great day out.


Kusadasi


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kusadasi.com/" �Kusadasi� -  This is wonderful holiday resort which can be reached by local dolmus/bus and is only 55miles (90 km) away.  It is a very cosmopolitan resort which has wonderful beaches, shops, bars, discos and restaurants.  From hear you can take boat trips, and organised tours.  The cruise liners stop hear on one of there many stops.


Cesme


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cesme.gen.tr/HtmlView.aspx?name=beaches.html" �Cesme�, meaning fountain, derives from the many sources of water found in the area which includes, Thermal Spa's and Golden Beaches. It is one of Turkey's most beautiful stretches -- surrounded by clear blue seas, with landscapes of cultivated fields of aniseed, sesame and artichokes dotted with fig and gum trees.


Diving in Altinkum


Whether you are a beginner or a certified diver, the crystal clear waters in Altinkum offers a variety of diving.  You can expect to see various marine life ranging from moray eels, octopus, tuna, jacks, barracudas and lobster to dolphins.  Altinkum's scuba diving centre, Oskenos, offer courses for all abilities. They are Altinkum's only qualified diving centre, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.okenosdiving.com/" �www.okenosdiving.com� for more information.


Horse Riding Trip – Pegasus


Altinkum has its own Horse Ranch, called 'Pegasus' they are situated near Third beach.  There are 10 stables with a ménage of 200 feet.  Pegasus offer horse safari trips along several paths, where you stop by the sea where you can cool off and have a spot of lunch.


5 Island Boat Trip


A wonderful day out, riding the calm, crystal clear waters with the sea breeze to cool you down.  Enjoy the beautiful views around the Aegean cost.  The trips run every day from Altinkum harbour.  Lunch and drinks are included in the price and it is a great way to top up your holiday tan and relax.


Car Hire


Car hire can be booked almost everywhere. Prices range from £22 upwards a day and is very good value for money.  Driving in Turkey is extremely easy.  Petrol stations are open 24 hours a day and are attended so you don't even have to get out of your car.  Everything is well sign posted and it is a great way to see the real Turkey.  


Outlet Shopping Centre


At around a 30 minute drive from Altinkum along the road to Kusadasi, you will come to the shopping outlets. Here you can find all your Levis, Cons jeans, many outlet shops selling, shoes, household items, there is a Toys R Us and also a McDonalds.  Everything here is at a discount and you can get great bargains. 


Night Life


Altinkum literally vibrates in summer as bars, pubs and clubs are lined in downtown Altinkum with different kinds of music and entertainment.  It is not overbearing and there is something for everyone ranging from discos and lively bars to the more relaxed where you can have a quiet drink. Altinkum is as lively or as quiet as you like it.  The harbour and Dolphin Square is lined with lively venues, you can also opt for one of the back street bars, which are much quieter. There are numerous restaurants and a wide range of different cuisines – ranging from English, Italian, Mexican, Turkish, Chinese to name but a few.  There are plenty of Turkish speciality dishes which we recommend you try as they are delicious.  If you order the Turkish dish which is cooked in a traditional clay pot you will have the full treatment of it being brought out with fire, dancing etc., something not to be missed. All are reasonably priced.  You can even get the good old Sunday roast which is excellent value.  There are many beachfront restaurants and cafes where you can dine under the clear moonlit skies overlooking the waters edge.  The Medusa Nightclub is an open air club in Altinkum which has a laser show and the latest up-to-date music.  The Medusa Nightclub can be found along Yali Street, just past the Summer Garden Restaurant.  Just walk along the main promenade walking away from the harbour and follow the road upwards and you cannot miss it. 


We can highly recommend the 'Summer Garden Restaurant' which is excellent.  Also the Istanbul Restaurant is very good also. 


























Day Time


Obviously there is the beach, you can take numerous boat trips from the harbour.  There are plenty of shops, a small shopping centre where you can buy very good value leather goods, jewellery (which we highly recommend), don't forget to haggle.  You can buy all your usual souvenirs and the famous fake designer gear which looks very authentic.  There are numerous days trips you can take and there are plenty of places you can book them if you do not feel like venturing out yourselves.  


There is a very good water park in Altinkum which is a 15 minute drive away,  see details below..


Apollo Temple


The Apollo Temple can be found in the ancient town of Didim which can be reached by local dolmus and takes about 5 – 10 mins.  It is a very impressive ancient site and is really worth a visit.  There is a small entrance charge.


Ephesus


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sailturkey.com/panoramas/ephesus/" �Ephesus�  (Efes) is a magnificent day out.  This is the second largest ancient site in the world.  Ephesus is the best preserved classical city of the Eastern Mediterranean and among the best places in the world enabling one to genuinely 'soak' in the atmosphere of Roman times.  In Ephesus you can find � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_the_Virgin_Mary" �Virgin Mary's House�. 


Pamukkale


Pamukkale which is unique in the world with its cascading water form cliffs forming crystallized, dazzling white and frozen waterfalls.  The thermal waters have been used for therapeutic treatments since the Roman period.  It is an amazing site and not to be missed.  Here you will also find the Cleopatra's Spa where you can bath in the therapeutic waters.


Jeep Safari in Altinkum 


Taking you through the olive groves and hillsides to other turquoise bays for swimming.  See typical Turkish villages where you will experience the true Turkey.  You will get wet and covered in dust so don’t where anything too nice, it is a really exciting and fun day out.   Don't forget your hat.


Altinkum Aqua Park


This water park is just outside Altinkum.  It was built in 2004 and has proved to be very popular with English tourists.  The water park is just outside of Altinkum, set on a hill on the way to Soke market , The aqua park was built in 2004 and has proved to be popular with English tourist , not as big as Kusadasi Adaland aqua park but not as far to travel , only 15 mins by local bus


Adaland Aqua Park


� HYPERLINK "http://www.adaland.com/index.htm" �Adaland� is in Kusadasi and is only 50 mins drive from Altinkum is Europe's largest water park.  There are day trips every day.  There are � HYPERLINK "http://www.adaland.com/eng/map.htm" �25 acres of splashing� run with more than 20 fantastic rides and attractions for all the family to enjoy, thrill seekers can experience the fastest waterslides.  There are plenty of sun loungers and bathing areas for the avid sun seeker.  The park caters for all ages, you can relax and float in the lazy river. There is also another water park called � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafantasy.com/en/pAnasayfa.asp" �Aqua fantasy� which is also excellent and Turkey’s top ranked water park and club, with many � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquafantasy.com/en/aktiviteler/pTimsah.asp" �themed rides�.


Turkish Bath


A Turkish bath is one of the nicest and most relaxing things that you can go and do whilst in Turkey Starting with a lovely hot sauna where you feel like you are going to just pass out eventually from the heat, to the warmed marble table where you receive first your rub down to get rid of old skin (ideal to start your tanning off) and then on to the soap foam massage where you feel like telling the guy never to stop. You can also have a head shampoo massage and after some relaxation time, the oil massage which was to die for. Feeling relaxed and revitalized at the same time it is not able to be described, but something you have to experience when visiting


Treating Yourself


Beauty treatments in Turkey are a must.  Why not treat yourself to a manicure or a pedicure which costs a fraction of the price in England – prices range from £3.00 to £5.00 – also for men, not just for the ladies. A traditional Turkish shave for the men is an experience in itself, using the traditional cut throat razor, try it if you dare!  The hair saloons offer cut and blow dry, perms and hair colouring at a very reasonable price and they do a very good job.


Lake Bafa - Altinkum


Lake Bafa or Bafa Lake as called by some was formed by an earthquake in the 17th century. Lake Bafa is situated in between Soke and Bodrum and you pass it while travelling from bodrum airport heading to resorts such as Altinkum and Akbuk. It is a huge spectacle covering 7,000 hectares. Spectacular views can be gained whilst driving past the sheer drops onto the silverly reflections from the moonlight hitting the water.


There are many small restaurants and places to stay scattered around the lakeside, along with the remains of a Byzantine monastery, originally built on an islet. You can wade out to it or catch a boat.��The lake has three main islands: Ikiz, Menet and Kahve Asar Island which can be accessed by boat from the camping area.


Bodrum and Bodrum Castle


Built by Knights of Rhodes in the 15th Century and dedicated to St Peter, the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodrum_Castle" �Bodrum Castle� took 99 years to be finished. There are 5 towers in this castle, all of which have a name:  French, English, Italian, German and Snake Towers.  The castle covers approximately 30,0000 sq meters.  There is a museum inside the castle. It is one of the biggest and important museums of its kind in the world.  Relics recovered from excavation since 1960's are on display.  The Eastern Mediterranean Amphora collection as well as findings resulting from research on sunken ships in the immediate vicinity are on display.  The remains of the oldest sunken ship in the world are also here and well-worth a visit.


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodrum" �Bodrum� itself is a delightful cosmopolitan resort.  Its beautiful harbour takes precedent with its many yachts and boats, making it an ideal setting for that lazy drink along the waters edge.  From here you can catch a boat trip to Kos in Greece, which is a fantastic day out.  This is a bustling resort with plenty of shops, bazaars and markets (don’t forget to haggle). There are lots of restaurants and cafes along the harbour front and many restaurants where you can sit by the sea.  It really is a lovely day out and Bodrum is not to be missed.  It takes around 1hr 30 mins to get here from Altinkum either by car or by an arranged tour.


Izmir


Trips to � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%B0zmir" �Izmir� can be arranged locally.  It is a very interesting city with a lot of history and fantastic shopping.  Makes a great day out.


Kusadasi


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kusadasi.com/" �Kusadasi� -  This is wonderful holiday resort which can be reached by local dolmus/bus and is only 55miles (90 km) away.  It is a very cosmopolitan resort which has wonderful beaches, shops, bars, discos and restaurants.  From hear you can take boat trips, and organised tours.  The cruise liners stop hear on one of there many stops.


Cesme


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cesme.gen.tr/HtmlView.aspx?name=beaches.html" �Cesme�, meaning fountain, derives from the many sources of water found in the area which includes, Thermal Spa's and Golden Beaches. It is one of Turkey's most beautiful stretches -- surrounded by clear blue seas, with landscapes of cultivated fields of aniseed, sesame and artichokes dotted with fig and gum trees.


Diving in Altinkum


Whether you are a beginner or a certified diver, the crystal clear waters in Altinkum offers a variety of diving.  You can expect to see various marine life ranging from moray eels, octopus, tuna, jacks, barracudas and lobster to dolphins.  Altinkum's scuba diving centre, Oskenos, offer courses for all abilities. They are Altinkum's only qualified diving centre, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.okenosdiving.com/" �www.okenosdiving.com� for more information.


Horse Riding Trip – Pegasus


Altinkum has its own Horse Ranch, called 'Pegasus' they are situated near Third beach.  There are 10 stables with a ménage of 200 feet.  Pegasus offer horse safari trips along several paths, where you stop by the sea where you can cool off and have a spot of lunch.


5 Island Boat Trip


A wonderful day out, riding the calm, crystal clear waters with the sea breeze to cool you down.  Enjoy the beautiful views around the Aegean cost.  The trips run every day from Altinkum harbour.  Lunch and drinks are included in the price and it is a great way to top up your holiday tan and relax.


Car Hire


Car hire can be booked almost everywhere. Prices range from £22 upwards a day and is very good value for money.  Driving in Turkey is extremely easy.  Petrol stations are open 24 hours a day and are attended so you don't even have to get out of your car.  Everything is well sign posted and it is a great way to see the real Turkey.  


Outlet Shopping Centre


At around a 30 minute drive from Altinkum along the road to Kusadasi, you will come to the shopping outlets. Here you can find all your Levis, Cons jeans, many outlet shops selling, shoes, household items, there is a Toys R Us and also a McDonalds.  Everything here is at a discount and you can get great bargains. 


Night Life


Altinkum literally vibrates in summer as bars, pubs and clubs are lined in downtown Altinkum with different kinds of music and entertainment.  It is not overbearing and there is something for everyone ranging from discos and lively bars to the more relaxed where you can have a quiet drink. Altinkum is as lively or as quiet as you like it.  The harbour and Dolphin Square is lined with lively venues, you can also opt for one of the back street bars, which are much quieter. There are numerous restaurants and a wide range of different cuisines – ranging from English, Italian, Mexican, Turkish, Chinese to name but a few.  There are plenty of Turkish speciality dishes which we recommend you try as they are delicious.  If you order the Turkish dish which is cooked in a traditional clay pot you will have the full treatment of it being brought out with fire, dancing etc., something not to be missed. All are reasonably priced.  You can even get the good old Sunday roast which is excellent value.  There are many beachfront restaurants and cafes where you can dine under the clear moonlit skies overlooking the waters edge.  The Medusa Nightclub is an open air club in Altinkum which has a laser show and the latest up-to-date music.  The Medusa Nightclub can be found along Yali Street, just past the Summer Garden Restaurant.  Just walk along the main promenade walking away from the harbour and follow the road upwards and you cannot miss it. 


We can highly recommend the 'Summer Garden Restaurant' which is excellent.  Also the Istanbul Restaurant is very good also. 








